
 

This press release is approved for publication. 

Please send us a copy if you reprint it. 

 
Confernce president 

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Ralf Bartenschlager 

Zentrum für Infektiologie, Abteilung 
Molekulare Virologie 
Center for Integrative Infectious Diseases 
Research (CIID) 
Universität Heidelberg 
Im Neuenheimer Feld 344 
69120 Heidelberg 

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Hans-Georg Kräusslich 

Zentrum für Infektiologie, 
Abteilung Virologie 
Center for Integrative Infectious Diseases 
Research (CIID) 
Universität Heidelberg 
Im Neuenheimer Feld 344 
69120 Heidelberg 

Hosting Society 

Society of virology e.V. 
https://g-f-v.org/ 

 
Venue 
 
Heidelberg University 
"Hörsaalzentrum Chemie" 
Im Neuenheimer Feld 252 
69120 Heidelberg 
 

Professional Conference Organiser 

Conventus Congressmanagement 
& Marketing GmbH | Jena 
Sandra Gottschalg / Anne Kutke  
M virology@conventus.de 
T  +49 3641 31 16-350  
T  +49 3641 31 16-331  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Press Contact 
Katrin Franz  
T  +49 3641 31 16-281   
M  katrin.franz@conventus.de 
M  presse@conventus.de 
 
All Press Releases:  
https://virology-meeting.de/press 

 

Press release 

35th Annual Meeting of the Society for Virology (GfV): Science in the 

Shadow of Global Virus Threats and Technological Breakthroughs 

Heidelberg, February 2026. From 17 to 20 March 2026, the Society for Virology (GfV) will 

host its 35th annual conference at Heidelberg University. This long-standing event brings 

together leading virology experts from Germany and abroad, making it one of the most 

important specialist conferences in the German-speaking world. 

In light of the constant threat posed by virus-related epidemics and pandemics, as well as 

significant technological advances, the conference is of particular importance at this time, 

emphasise the two conference chairs, Prof. Ralf Bartenschlager and Prof. Hans-Georg 

Kräusslich. 

´As Europe's largest virology association, the GfV brings together over 1,000 scientists 

researching a variety of issues related to virology and virus-related diseases. Traditionally, 

the conference has focused on basic virology research, but this year we are expanding to 

include synthetic immunology. With this programme, which is enriched by a large number of 

high-calibre speakers from Germany and abroad, we hope to offer a conference that once 

again serves as a place for exchange, brainstorming and collaboration – especially for our 

young scientists. This is a crucial prerequisite for being able to respond to existing and new 

virological challenges’. 

As usual, the four-day conference will feature overview presentations by leading experts, 

who will discuss the latest developments in various fields of virology, ranging from basic 

research to clinical virology and including diagnostics and therapy. One of the main topics will 

be new technologies, such as imaging techniques and synthetic biology, and how they can be 

applied in virology. 

As always, special attention will be paid to young scientists. Numerous thematic workshops 

and poster sessions, as well as the participation of the ‘Young GfV’, provide ample 

opportunity for them to present their own research and engage in interdisciplinary exchange. 

According to the conference chairs, ‘the GfV conference offers young researchers in 

particular a wide range of opportunities to discuss their findings and exchange ideas in a 

relaxed and inspiring atmosphere’.  

Highlights of the conference include a series of five plenary sessions featuring top-class 

scientists from around the world, as well as the participation of the Swedish Society for 

Virology. This highlights the international nature of the event and the importance of forming 

new scientific partnerships. 

 
Further information, accreditation and the conference programme can be found at:  

https://virology-meeting.de/ 
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